North Carolina Suggested

Supreme Court Cases

Court Cases-There are always a few court cases on the test. They will be in italics with the date in parenthesis at the end. It is important to know that typically the date will give away the answer, e.g. all court cases from 1801-1834 are from the Marshall court and John Marshall almost always made a ruling that tried to strengthen the national/federal government over the state government; court cases from the 1950s to the present typically dealt with extending individual rights. Court cases will always have the following appearance:

· Gibbons v. Ogden (1824)

· State v. Mann (1830)

· Swann v. Board of Education of Charlotte-Mecklenburg (1971)
· Hazelwood School District v. Kuhlmeier (1988)


	Marbury v Madison, 
	1803 (both) 
	Supreme Court established its authority to review acts of Congress. First time that Congress declared an act of Congress unconstitutional, establishing the precedent of Judicial review (the power of the Supreme Court to decide whether an action of the president or a law passed by Congress or by state or local governments violates the Constitution.

	McCulloch v Maryland, 
	1819 (both) 
	Supreme Court case which established federal control over state governments. A state can not tax a federal agency.

	Gibbons v Ogden, 
	1824 (both) 
	the federal government has the authority to regulate interstate commerce; landmark case which stated that under the U.S. constitution only congress has the power to regulate interstate commerce.

	Worcester v Georgia, 
	1832 (US) 
	federal jurisdiction over Indian affairs is absolute, leaving no room for state authority; generally ignored by Georgia

	Dred Scott v Sanford, 
	1857 (both) 
	Congress cannot prohibit slavery in the territories; blacks are not citizens

	Munn v Illinois (aka the Granger Cases), 
	1877 (US) 
	Upheld state’s power to regulate business; states may set rates fro grain storage; private property dedicated to public use is subject to government regulation.

	Wabash v Illinois, 
	1886 (US) 
	Limited the state’s control over railroads

	US v EC Knight, 
	1888 (US) 
	Sherman Anti-Trust Act does not apply to a trust that refined over 90% of the sugar sold in the US; later eroded by other decisions.

	Plessy v Ferguson, 
	1896 (both) 
	Supreme Court ruled that the 14th Amendment extended to state as well as federal defendants. The defendant has the right to counsel in criminal cases

	Schenck v US, 
	1919 (US) 
	freedom of speech may be curtailed if exercising that right posed a “clear and present danger” to others or to the state

	West Virginia Board of Education v Barnette, 
	1943 
	compulsory flag saluting cannot be required by law.

	Korematsu v US, 
	1944 (both) 
	upheld the 1942 removal of Japanese-Americans to relocation centers in inland camps; declared within the combined war powers of Congress

	Brown v Board of Education Topeka, Kansas, 
	1954 (both) 
	Supreme Court ruled that separate but equal facilities (like schools) is unconstitutional

	Mapp v Ohio, 
	1961 (Civics)  
	Protection from unreasonable searches and seizures. The court ruled that evidence obtained through unreasonable search and seizures must be excluded from the trial. 

	Engel v Vitale, 
	1962 (Civics) 
	ended prayer in public schools

	Abington School District v Schempp, 
	1963 
	court ruled that Establishment Clause was violated by the reading of Bible verse each day.

	Heart of Atlanta Motel, Inc. v US, 
	1964 
	Congress has the right to regulate interstate commerce of a private business; private business could not prevent people based on race from staying in their hotel.

	Swann v Charlotte-Mecklenburg Bd. Of Education, 
	1969 (US) 
	Busing to obtain integration was declared legal.

	Tinker v Des Moines, 
	1969 (Civics) 
	armband case; constitutional rights are not shed at the schoolhouse door; some protections for free speech are protected as long as it does not disrupt school or interfere with other student’s rights to an education

	New York Times v US, 
	1971 
	dissolved an injunction against the New York Times that had restrained publication of the Pentagon Papers.

	Furman v Georgia, 
	1972 
	nullified the death penalty in the US for being to capriciously applied

	Roe v Wade, 
	1973 (both) 
	legalized abortion through the second trimester of pregnancy

	US v Nixon, 
	1974 (both) 
	declared the right of executive privilege could not be invoked in cases involving criminal activity.

	Gregg v Georgia, 
	1976 
	court rule that the death penalty does not, in all circumstances, constitute cruel and unusual punishment, 8th and 14th amendments.

	Regents of University of California v Bakke, 
	1978 (both) 
	Discriminating against, whites only because of their race is unconstitutional, affirmative action.

	Texas v Johnson, 
	1989 (both) 
	flag burning is not illegal, 1st amendment
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